Elders Training Workshop 
September 4, 2008
“The Perils of Pride”
Study: Humility: True Greatness by C.J.Mahaney     
Assignment:  Please read chapter two of Mahaney’s book Pages 25-36
Scripture:  Matt. 5:21-24; Phil. 4:1-4
Introduction:







What is it that keeps people from healing and restoring broken relationships?  I remember two women in a congregation I was serving as an intern in Grand Rapids.  They had not spoken to each other in years.  Each sat on a different side of the sanctuary in worship.  Neither spoke to the other at the women’s ministry meeting.  The hurts and hostilities were deep and painful. Other members of the church would shake their heads in reluctant tolerance of this condition which began to fester as a thorn in the flesh of the congregation.
The conflict was brought before the elders of the church and they were charged to not take sides, but through prayer develop a strategy of working with each of them.  Identifying with Paul’s situation in Philippians 4:1-4, they began to  realize that their strained relationship was also debilitating the church and that they could no longer go on the way they were.  Individually they were asked to read Philippians 2:1-11 and Matthew 5:21-24.  Then it was time to bring them face to face.  The Spirit of God convicted them both of their pride and selfishness.  With tears streaming down their cheeks they both stood together asking forgiveness and experiencing a new freedom and joy in Christ.
As I reflect on this incident I hear God asking me: “Where in your life do you need to make the next move to restore a relationship?  What’s keeping you from doing so?”  What about you? In this study, prayerfully recognize the perils of pride!
I    Scripture:  Philippians 4:1-4; Matthew 5:21-24

1 How have you seen disagreements between people affect churches? 

2 What part does personal pride hinder the restoration process?

3 What is God’s command when Christians become aware of relational problems?  Matt. 5:21-24

II.         Book Study
1 How do you respond to the author’s two stories about himself?  What do  you see as his point for telling them?  Pg.  25-29

2 What did he say was the real issue regarding pride?  Pg. 29  Do you agree? Why?
3 How does the author show that “pride” was actually the first sin?  Pgs. 29-31

4 From your reading of pp. 31-34 why does God “hate” pride?
5 What are some devastating consequences that can result from human pride?  Pp 34-36

APPLICATION

As elders and leaders of Rancho Community Church, why is it so important that we face up to and deal with our own pride issues—if we expect to lead our church?                              
